FREEDOM'S BATTLE

the Levant front, and said that unless extraordinary measures
were taken, its natural consequence would be the fall of Sagunto
and Valencia, and perhaps the loss of the war. The only way to
prevent such a catastrophe was to attack the enemy at a point
where they would be forced to withdraw a large part of their forces
from the Levant. General Men6ndez, Commander of the Levant
Army, would then have time to rest his troops, which had been
engaged in continuous fighting for three months, and to complete
the defences round Valencia. Dr. Negrfn began by enumerating
the difficulties in the way of crossing the Ebro, and pointed out
that while in normal circumstances the territory gained would not
justify the great risk involved, in the present situation the
operation seemed to him to be one of overwhelming necessity.
He then invited General Rojo to give a detailed explanation with
the help of the map.

General Rojo's reports were always distinguished for their
clarity and precision. This report was especially impressive. In
his opinion the operation had some chance of success, always
provided that the preparations were kept secret until the last
moment. It was arranged that sufficient units to begin the
advance on Gandesa, with all the necessary material, should cross
the river overnight, so that if on the following day communications
were cut, the troops on the opposite bank could hold out until
the bridges were rebuilt. We knew, of course, that enemy aircraft
would concentrate their attack on the bridges, and we also had to
consider the possibility of some of these being carried away by
floods, frequent on the Ebro at that time of the year. The
surprise factor was the essential one, and in General Rojo's
opinion the Prime Minister was completely justified in not calling
the Council meeting until the last moment, and in.insisting that
orders for troop movements should not be given until everything
was ready.

Colonel Azcdrate expressed anxiety concerning the scarcity of
material for bridges, and reported on the measures which had
been taken to ensure their rapid construction in a maximum of
two hours, and their, replacement, where possible, by others
which were being built at top speed. The most reliable men had